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57 ABSTRACT 

An animated figure toy (10) includes an upper torso (14) 
provided with a neck opening (28) in which an elon 
gated neck-and-head assembly (18) is reciprocably 
mounted for reciprocation by a twisted blade (52) af. 
fixed to a lower torso (16) and riding in a slot (54) pro 
vided in the lower end of neck-and-head assembly (18). 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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ANIMATED FIGURE TOY HAVING A 
TELESCOPING APPENDAGE 

DESCRIPTION 
1. Technical Field 
The present invention relates to animated figure toys 

and more particularly to a new and useful animated 
figure toy having a telescoping appendage. 

2. Background Art 
The prior art, U.S. Pat. No. 1,196,649, discloses a 

figure toy comprising a rubber toy which, when com 
pressed, will act to advance or withdraw a figure head 
or the like from the body of the toy. 

Additionally, U.S. Pat. No. 1,683,561 discloses a fig 
ure toy having a head mounted to the upper end of a 
rotatable and longitudinally-movable shaft. The shaft 
enters a neck opening in the top of the toy and extends 
to a position adjacent the bottom of the toy. The shaft is 
attached to a push button in a manner such that the push 
buttom may be used to elevate and rotate the shaft. 

U.S. Pat. No. 1,918, 122 discloses a mechanical figure 
toy which may be collapsed by compressing the parts 
against spring tension; the collapsed figure is confined 
within a container having a releasable cover in a manner 
such that the figure will jump from the container under 
the force of the springs when the cover is released. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,334,290 discloses an animated figure 
toy in which the head may be actuated to simulate both 
knodding and shaking of the head. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,623,329 discloses a doll which is pro 
vided with extensible members, for example, with an 
extensible neck and with extensible limbs, in such a 
manner that the length of these members can be easily 
changed, thereby making possible changes in the ap 
pearance of the doll, in its size and in its proportions. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,741,870 discloses a growing figure toy 
having a body which may be elongated by stroking a 
push button connected to a rack and pinion mechanism. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,968,122 discloses an air-filled toy 
figure which has a body portion and parts adapted to 
snap out of the body portion when the toy is squeezed, 
and to snapback into the body portion when the squeez 
ing pressure is released. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,990,643 discloses a toy bank. As a coin 
is deposited in the bank, a mechanism is rendered opera 
tive to release a latch and enable a spring to eject at least 
a portion of a figuring upwardly in a direction to attrack 
the attention of a child. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,797,166 discloses a figure toy which is 
readily expandable in height from a contracted short 
size. A lazy tong construction fitted with a spring is 
employed. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,986,295, which is assigned to the 
assignee of the instant application, discloses a figure toy 
having an arm rotatably mounted to a torso; a hand 
carried on a shaft, which shaft is received within the 
hollow of the arm; means located within the hollow of 
the arm for latching said shaft in a first position and 
biasing means located within the hollow of said arm for 
urging said shaft forward out of said hollow arm; and 
means responsive to manual actuation of a torso portion 
for unlatching said shaft to cause said hand to extend to 
a position remote from the end of said arm. A gauntlet 
of a sleevelike nature surrounds the arm and is coupled 
at an end to the hand so as to obstruct visibility of said 
shaft when said hand is in the extended position to 
thereby simulate an increase in length of said arm. Spe 
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cific novel structure in the provided means is also dis 
closed. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a new and 
useful animated figure toy is provided with a telescop 
ing appendage. The figure toy includes an upper torso, 
a lower torso and means rotatably connecting the lower 
torso to the upper torso; one of said upper and lower 
torsos is provided with an opening. The figure toy in 
cludes an elongated member movably mounted in the 
opening. 
The figure toy also includes a mechanism for cou 

pling one of the upper and lower torsos to the elongated 
member in a manner such that the elongated member is 
caused to move outwardly through the opening when 
the torsos are rotated with respect to each other. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Details of the present invention will be described in 
connection with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. is a front elevational view of an animated 
figure toy constituting a presently-preferred embodi 
ment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but with the limbs 

and front body portion removed to show internal con 
struction; 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2, but with the lower 

torso rotated with respect to the upper torso, whereby 
the elongated member has been moved outwardly 
through an opening in the body; and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

along line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 

INVENTION 

Referring again to the drawings, a figure toy consti 
tuting a presently-preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, generally designated 10, includes a body 12 com 
prising an upper torso 14 and a lower torso 16 which 
may be rotated with respect to each other. 

Figure toy 10 also includes an elevatable head-and 
neck assembly or appendage 18, a right leg or appen 
dage 20, a left leg or appendage 22, a right arm or ap 
pendage 24 and a left arm or appendage 26. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3, upper torso 14 is 
provided with a neck opening 28 and includes a bottom 
wall 30 in which an aperture 32 is provided. A horizon 
tal partition 34, which is provided with an aperture 36, 
is suitably mounted to the inside wall of upper torso 14 
above bottom wall 30. Upper torso 14 includes a front 
torso half 38 (FIG. 4) and a rear torso half 40 in each of 
which is mounted a pair of spaced-apart vertical parti 
tions, as shown at 42, 44 for the rear torso half 40. These 
vertical partitions form guides for the elongated neck 
portion 46 at the lower end of which is provided a pair 
of outwardly-extending gibs 48, 50 riding in a way 
formed by a small clearance between the vertical parti 
tions 42, 44 of the rear upper torso half 40 and the verti 
cal partitions in the front upper torso half 38. Thus, 
elongated neck portion 46 is telescopically mounted in 
neck opening 28 for movement between the lower posi 
tion shown in FIG. 2 and the elevated position shown in 
FIG. 3. This movement may be accomplished by a 
twisted blade 52 upstanding from lower torso 16 and 
riding in a slot 54 provided in the bottom wall portion 
56 of elongated neck 46. 
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Lower torso 16 is rotatably connected to upper torso 
14 by a cylindrical boss 58 whereby head-and-neck 
assembly 18 may oe elevated to the position shown in 
FIG.3 by rotating the lower torso 16 counterclockwise 
in the direction of arrow 60. The rear half 62 of lower 
torso 16, boss 58 and blade 52 may be intregally molded 
from a suitable polymeric material, together with a stop 
member 64 which is provided on the large-diameter 
portion 66 of boss 58. The rear half 62 of lower torso 16 
and the rear half of boss 58 may be provided with suit 
able pin-and-socket-type connectors 68 for connecting 
their associated front halves thereto. Stop member 64 is 
adapted to engage a stop member 69 adjacent the lower 
end of partition 40 to prevent the turning of lower torso 
14 more than about 90 degrees. 
The upper torso 14 may be provided with a pair of 

outwardly-extending protuberances 70, 72 for receiving 
arms 24, 26 respectively. Head-and-neck assembly 18 
and upper torso 14 may also be provided with pin-and 
socket-type connectors 68 for connecting their associ 
ated front halves thereto. Upper torso 14 and head-and 
neck assembly 18 may also be molded from suitable 
polymeric materials. 
While the particular animated figure toy herein 

shown and described in detail is fully capable of attain 
ing the objects and providing the advantages hereinbe 
fore stated, it is to be understood that it is merely illus 
trative of the presently-preferred embodiment of the 
invention and that no limitations are intended to the 
details of construction or design herein shown other 
than as defined in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination with a figure toy having an upper 

torso, a lower torso and means rotatably connecting 
said lower torso to said upper torso, said upper torso 
being provided with a neck opening, the improvement 
which comprises: 

an elongated neck movably mounted in said neck 
opening, said elongated neck including an upper 
and a lower end, said lower end of said neck nor 
mally extending to a position adjacent said lower 
torso and including a bottom wall having an elon 
gated slot provided therein; 

a figure toy head affixed to said upper end of said 
elongated neck; and 

means coupling said torsos in said lower torso, said 
coupling means including a twisted blade engaged 
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in said elongated slot and extending into said elon 
gated neck, said twisted blade being affixed to said 
lower torso for rotation therewith, whereby said 
elongated neck is caused to move upwardly away 
from said lower torso and through said neck open 
ing when said upper and lower torsos are rotated 
with respect to each other. 

2. In combination with a figure toy having an upper 
torso, a lower torso and means rotatably connecting 
said lower torso to said upper torso, said upper torso 
being provided with a neck opening and including a 
bottom wall in which an aperture is provided, the im 
provement which comprises: 

an elongated neck-and-head assembly movably 
mounted in said neck opening, said elongated neck 
and-head assembly including an upper end and a 
lower end, said lower end of said neck-and-head 
assembly normally extending to a position adjacent 
said lower torso and including a bottom wall por 
tion in which a slot is provided; 

a horizontal partition mounted to said upper torso 
adjacent said upper torso bottom wall, said hori 
zontal partition being provided with an upper sur 
face and an aperture in alignment with said aper 
ture in said upper torso bottom wall; 

at least one way mounted in said upper torso, said at 
least one way extending from said horizontal parti 
tion to said neck opening; 

at least one outwardly-extending gib affixed to said 
elongated neck-and-head assembly in sliding en 
gagement with said at least one way; 

means coupling said lower torso to said elongated 
neck-and-head assembly including a boss affixed to 
said lower torso and rotatably mounted in said 
aligned apertures in said upper torso, said boss 
including a large-diameter portion riding on said 
upper surface portion of said horizontal partition; 
and 

a slot provided in said neck-and-head assembly, a 
twisted blade riding in said slot, and means affixing 
said twisted blade to said boss on said lower torso, 
whereby said elongated neck-and-head assembly is 
caused to move upwardly away from said lower 
torso and through said neck opening by said 
twisted blade when said lower torso is rotated with 
respect to said upper torso. 
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